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perfection is realised in Rama.1 He asks Narada to tell.him
of that person who has all the noble qualities, who has
prowess, who knows what is right, who possesses gratitude,
who is truthful in speech, firm in vows, who is. endowed with
good conduct, who cherishes the well-being of all creatures,
who has wisdom, skill, attractive form, who is free from
jealousy, whose wrath in battle may be said to.fill the very
gods with terror.2 -Valmlki in the R&mayana. presents- us
with characters who are examples of what men ought to.be,
symbols of human .nobility, types of human- destiny whose
very mistakes are to be noted and remembered.3
By linking the two, the transcendent and the empirical,
the universal and the individual, the literary artist is able to
give unity to human personality. He takes up the ordinary
themes and incidents of life and, in treating them, gives us
glimpses into a better and nobler world than the one we see
and pass our days in. Even when he treats of the blackest
crime or the bloodiest battle, he relates them to the striving
of the human soul. He accepts the changes of the world
wrought by science and technology, uses them as new sources
of inspiration to reveal new forms of beauty.. In so far as
mechanical improvements liberate the mind of man, they are
welcomed by the artist. To him every object is unique. He
is not lost in the world of appearances. He penetrates the
appearances and grasps the essential reality of the object.
So long as we rest on the plane of observation, our vision may
1  Ramo vigrahavan dharmah sadhuh satypparakramah.
2 konvasmin sampratam loke giwiavan kasca viryavan I
dharwajnasca krtajnas ca satyavahyo dhrdhavratah II
caritrena ca ko yuktah sarvabhutesu ko hit ah \
vidvan kah kah samarthas ca kascaikapriyadarsanah \\
atmavan ko jitakrodho dyutiman ko anasuyakah 1
kasya bibhyati devas ca jatarosasya samyuge II
C/. vrith this Aristotle's list of the 14 qualities of a perfect man :
wisdom, justice, manliness, truth, a love of liberty, a sense of honour,
magnanimity, resourcefulness, energy, intelligence, morality, magnif-
icence, the capacity to arouse and keep affection and an integrated
mind.
3 It illustrates Dry den's account of .a heroic poem, "The design
of it is to form the mind to heroic virtue by example : 'tis conveyed in
verse that it may delight while it instructs."